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Marina Turns SO
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body style, engines and transmissions, vnere were (A
madels to choose from Added to that, there wers i3

exterior colours and 5 interior toim colers

In the local press of the time, the Marina gererally
received praise for its simphcity, interior spuce
standard equipment and clean, modern if unadverturous
looks. Leyland also made very good seats usi irg o
and webbing in place of the usual springs which, mts
its modern looking padded dash was very inviting on tre
showroom floor. The front suspension, nowever, deew
criticism as did the not always predictable handling
The Marina featured two steering column stalks for
control of high beam, blinkers and windscreen wpers
(a first for an Australian built car) and the E series
engines were the only 4-cylinder engines manufactured
in Australia at the time. It also had a sohd steering
lock.

During its local production Marina was cxpoﬂcd n CKD
a»d/or fully mwumm

The Super Deluxe in
the binnacle (for a
seat trim, trimmed do
models had a padded
quite lined up. Super ¢




costs improving bot! ¢ company's and Dealer's

bottom line

Right from the he Marina used 85% local
content with the ! nels, tailshaft and gearbox
coming from the | | a5 some minor components
sage as light and it fittings. In 1973, the Morris
Marina became {1 Marina, thus it was the last
locally produced >ar the name ‘Morris’. This
was in preparatior he forth coming P76, also to
be a Leyland. The wad joined this nomenclature in
February of the same year. Also, in 1973, the Marina
received an update which included adding a six-cylinder

E Series engine to the range and dropping the TC model.
The update included new seats and trim, a modified
front and grill, while the brakes and front suspension
were uprated. The E Series 6-cylinder as fitted was
only slightly heavier than the B series 1800cc engine
used in the UK.

The Marina is now remembered more for having pianos
dropped on them as seen in BBCs Top Gear or in ‘worst
car' lists. But the Marina was conceived quickly, on
a tight budget and was only ever intended to be a
stop gap model. It gave Leyland, both in the UK and
in Australia a model the then market demanded: a
conventional simple car that was easy fo service and
therefore cheap to run.

It still managed to sell to its desired market and
although local production ceased with the closure of
the factory in 1974, it remained in production i
for another 10 years. Around 30,000 Mari
manufactured locally with over 1.16 million
produced worldwide
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Marina Marketing

The company invested a lot of money marketing Marina and
the company's renewed focus on growing their market share

23rd and 24th while
\l major newspapers
id then each Friday in

The Press Release happen:
the public launch was on
then had multipl

April. A 60 sec featured on all main TV
channels at the id then a cut down 30 sec
commercial

At launch Is time to change your present
ideas Marir ere Ihat then became ‘Marina Makes
Sense' an 1 the front cover still stated ‘a range of
Morris ca th :

\e Austin-Morris Division' had disappeared
from the rear cover. Things were getting ready for P76
and the change to 'Leyland' branding. Also in 1972, some of
Leyland's advertising wore the new tagline 'Leyland-The New
Driving Force

With the launch in late 1973 of the upgraded Marina range
and the Marina 6 advertising focus changed to ‘all the good
ideas of the Japanese, with the toughness and space of
Australian Cars'. Also in 1973, the Mini received a makeover
and became the Leyland Mini. With the launch of the P76,
1973 saw dealers stocking a complete new range of Australian
manufactured cars
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¢ { i The Original but, in this case, not
The new Morrs M RS e I e best UK spec from 1971

What the Press said

Real Huggy

Brian Hogben in the Sunday Mirror (2/9/1972)

% reasons why he would recommend the car:

1 Its a nice looking car- no raving beauty but stylish enough.

2 Tt's compact yet it offers a lot of passenger and luggage

space. "One criticism of

3 Tt is well built, thoughtfully engineered and tough. the engine is the

4 Tt wouldn't stack up against a Dino Ferrari perhaps, but very noisy starter
it's a pleasant car to drive. motor. Anyone who ||
5 It's cheap to buy and cheap fo run, over the years. has never heard one |
Also: ‘We weren't exactly following funerals when we had the is in for a shock.”
TC on the road but we still managed a marvelous 35.9mpg
overall. The brakes- front disc and rear drum with $25 worth
of power boost - are excellent’
Steering is perhaps a bit looser than we prefer although our
lady test driver says it was just right for her. It was the lady
test driver who said “it was a sweet, sweet car. It's huggy”

The Advertiser (Sydney newspaper) April 6th 1972

We have got rather too accustomed to first of f the line test
cars having de ’ the interior trim but the Marina is
very good it Ihe only thing we could find wrong
was self -tapping screw i kicker-plate not fully home
by a full turn The front seats are good and those at the rear
equally satisfactory ‘passengers have good knee-room even
with the driver's seat all the way back ‘The suspension is firm 5

but the ride is well cushioned from read shocks and there iSS8
also a low level of road noise 4

Mike Kable in The Mirror
A recent test embracing 1500 miles to assess the Maring
drove a Super Deluxe sedan (with 1750cc engine,
booster, radials and miles on the clock) from Sydney

Melbourne and back- It used no oil or water and the engi
was as smooth as silk throughout'- The Marina is the
of car in which you almost immediately feel at home'-'

is excellent and the major and minor controls conveni
placed and clearly labelled . continental-type fingertip
for the lights and wipers and horn in particular are a welcome
Ew trend . 'ride is not as good as it could be, the :
¢ uncing about quite a bit over broken bitumen and |

urfaces.. tends to weave in cross winds..but the hand

guute safe and predictable with an absence of body ra
ast cornering...rated the Australian built Single OHC en

quite hi
o ;g?hlly,...aquol of any of the popular fours and

i"’lus"": Newell in Open Road 1
'ng impression is of the general good finish o

bo : o
20dy work and paint. The neat good looking interior is ab
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Register's of NSW, Victoria,
Queensland, ACT and South
Australia met in Dubbo for their
23rd National Rally. As well as
many fine examples of early Morris
models there was an excellent line
up of Zetland built product. 65
cars attended and a few moderns.

Coming in Issue 80

1962 Freeway

Major Elite

MGB
1972 Range Rover arrives
1973 Marina Upgrade

Over Easter this year the Morris

d Shannons Sydney Classic went
ahead this year with it's usual large
display featuring most brands that
have been sold in Australia since
motoring began here. The Heritage
Group was there in a gardge
organised by Kay De Luca, courtesy
of the P76 Car Club.

Freeway, also on

2brating 60 years

As one of the vehicles celebrating an anniversary Marina
had a spot on Pitt Lane. Three 6 cylinder Coupes, two
from the P76 Car Club and one from the Morris Register,
were on display- surely the rarest of Marinas.




BMC-LEYLAND AUSTRALIA
HERITAGE GROUF )

TTHE 2022 REUNIEN

Venue

RYDE EASTWOOD LEAGUES CLUB

Ryedale Road, West Ryde

sunday 20th Novemher 2022
The CAR DISPLAY will occupy the rooftop carpark

50 if you or the Car Clubs would like to bnng Jlong
please contact Roger Foy (9449 1524 or 0438 46 ]

Ryedale Room will be open at 11.30 fo
Cost $65.00 per person includes 2 Course Me
We look forward to seeing all our old friends again el

Bring your families/friends along vf
we've got a lot of ¢

Please tear off this slip and forward with your payment:

PAYMENT FOR BMC LEYLAND H
please forward this section with your g

RSVP: 06/11/2022 (Cheques/Money Order
OR: EFT your payment to: St George Ba

1 would like to be seated with:

| would like assistance with transport:  YES/NO ()

| Piease aavise if you have a Special Dietary Re




